64th  Congress,  (  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  j  Document 
1st  Session.  \  1  No.  560. 
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LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

TRANSMITTING, 

WITH  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  REPORT  ON 
PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  SHALLOTTE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  WITH 
A  VIEW  TO  AN  EXTENSION  OF  THE  IMPROVEMENT  TO  THE  TOWN 
OF  SHALLOTTE. 


January  13,  1916. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  and  ordered 

to  be  printed,  with  illustration. 


War  Department, 
Washington ,  January  12,  1916. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  dated  10th  instant,  together  with 
a  copy  of  a  report  from  Maj.  H.  W.  Stickle,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated 
June  23,  1915,  on  preliminary  examination  of  Shallotte  River,  N.  C., 
made  by  him  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  har¬ 
bor  act  approved  March  4,  1915. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lindley  M.  Garrison, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington ,  January  10,  1916. 

From:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

To:  The  Secretary  of  War. 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  of  Shallotte  River,  N.  C. 

1.  There  is  submitted  herewith  for  transmission  to  Congress  report 
dated  June  23,  1915,  with  map,  by  Maj.  H.  W.  Stickle,  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  on  preliminary  examination  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  approved  March  4,  1915,  of  Shallotte  River,  N.  C.,  with  a  view  to 
an  extension  of  the  improvement  to  the  town  of  Shallotte. 
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2.  Shallotte  River  is  about  30  miles  long,  and  empties  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  at  a  point  about  20  miles  west  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 
The  village  of  Shallotte,  which  is  about  9  miles  above  the  mouth,  is 
the  head  of  navigation.  The  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March 
4,  1913,  adopted  a  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  provid¬ 
ing  for  a  channel  from  the  mouth  to  Whites  Landing  4  feet  in  depth 
at  mean  low  water  and  36  feet  bottom  width,  increased  on  curves, 
including  the  straightening  of  the  channel  by  the  making  of  6  cut¬ 
offs,  and  the  construction  of  a  turning  basin  at  Whites  Landing,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $9,845.  This  project  was  completed  in  June, 
1914.  The  improvement  now  desired  is  the  extension  of  the  channel 
from  Whites  Landing  to  Shallotte,  a  distance  of  about  1  mile  by 
river,  but  not  more  than  1,000  feet  by  direct  line.  This  mile  of  river 
flows  through  a  low  marsh,  and  is  shallow,  narrow,  and  crooked,  and  to 
obtain  a  4-foot  channel  would  require  dredging  over  almost  its  entire 
length.  The  district  officer  states  that  since  the  completion  of  the 
improvement  no  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  wharves,  ware¬ 
houses,  or  a  road  to  Whites  Landing,  which  is  accessible  to  the  publie 
only  by  way  of  a  small  country  lane,  and  practically  no  use  is  made 
of  this  landing.  Of  the  commerce  in  1914,  amounting  to  3,901  tons, 
2,786  tons  were  carried  on  high  tide  to  the  bridge  at  Shallotte,  prac¬ 
tically  none  being  loaded  or  unloaded  at  Whites  Landing.  The 
district  officer  is  of  opinion  that  conditions  justify  the  desired  exten¬ 
sion.  The  division  engineer  does  not  concur  in  this  view,  believing 
that  this  river  is  not  worthy  of  further  improvement  by  the  General 
Government  at  the  present  time  beyond  that  called  for  by  the 
existing  project. 

3.  This  report  has  been  referred,  as  required  by  law,  to  the  Board 
of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  attention  is  invited  to  its 
report  herewith,  dated  September  14,  1915.  The  board  states  that 
the  work  already  done  by  the  Government  has  provided  a  compara¬ 
tively  good  channel  with  a  turning  basin  at  its  Lead,  quite  near  the 
village.  It  is  usual  in  such  cases  for  local  interests  to  cooperate  with 
the  Federal  Government  by  providing  the  necessary  terminals  and 
connections.  To  extend  the  channel  over  the  shallow  and  tortuous 
section  to  the  county  bridge  would  be  unduly  expensive  both  in  first 
cost  and  in  subsequent  maintenance.  In  view  of  these  conditions, 
the  board  concurs  with  the  division  engineer  in  the  opinion  that  it  is 
not  advisable  for  the  United  States  to  undertake  the  further  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Shallotte  River  with  a  view  to  an  extension  of  the  im¬ 
provement  to  the  town  of  Shallotte.  Moreover,  it  recommends 
that  future  expenditures  for  maintenance  be  conditioned  upon  local 
interests  providing  suitable  terminals  within  a  reasonable  time. 

4.  After  due  consideration  of  the  above-mentioned  reports  I 
concur  in  the  views  of  the  division  engineer  and  the  Board  of  Engi¬ 
neers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  therefore  report  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  by  the  United  States  of  Shallotte  River,  N.  C.,  with  a  view  to 
an  extension  of  the  improvement  to  the  town  of  Shallotte,  is  not 
deemed  advisable  at  this  time,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the 
expenditure  of  future  appropriations  for  maintenance  be  conditioned 
upon  satisfactory  assurance  being  given  that  local  interests  will 
provide  suitable  terminals  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Dan  C.  Kingman, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

September  lj.,  1915. 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

1.  The  following  is  in  review  of  the  district  officer’s  report  on  pre¬ 
liminary  examination  of  “Shallotte  River,  N.  C.;  with  a  view  to  an 
extension  of  the  improvement  to  the  town  of  Shallotte,”  called  for 
bv  the  act  of  March  4,  1915. 

2.  Shallotte  River  has  a  total  length  of  about  30  miles  and  lies 
wholly  within  one  county.  It  empties  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  a 
point  about  20  miles  west  of  Cape  Fear  River.  The  village  of  Shal¬ 
lotte,  located  on  the  river  about  9  miles  above  its  mouth,  has  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  about  150.  The  river  has  a  tidal  variation  of  about  5  feet 
at  the  mouth  and  3J  feet  at  the  village.  There  is  generally  a  depth 
over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  about  6  feet  at  low  water. 

3.  The  existing  project,  adopted  by  the  act  of  March  4,  1913,  pro¬ 
vides  for  a  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  36  feet  bottom 
width,  the  making  of  six  cut-offs,  and  the  construction  of  a  turning 
basin  at  Whites  Landing,  located  at  a  point  about  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  from  the  village  by  road  and  about  a  mile  by  the  windings  of 
the  river.  The  project  has  been  completed,  and  the  improvement  now 
desired  is  an  extension  of  the  channel  to  the  county  bridge  at  the 
village.  The  depth  on  this  reach  is  in  many  places  less  than  2  feet, 
and  the  improvement  desired  would  require  dredging  over  practically 
the  whole  distance. 

4.  At  the  time  the  report  was  submitted  on  which  the  present  pro¬ 
ject  is  based,  consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  extending 
the  channel  to  the  county  bridge,  but  it  was  recommended  that  the 
work  stop  at  WRites  Landing,  as  the  river  above  was  shallow,  narrow 
and  tortuous,  and  the  cost  of  improvement  was  deemed  excessive. 

5.  It  appears  that  the  road  between  Whites  Landing  and  Shallotte 
is  only  a  county  lane,  unsuitable  in  its  present  condition  for  the 
hauling  of  freight,  and  therefore  the  landing  is  not  used  except  as 
a  mooring  place  for  boats  to  await  high  tide,  the  custom  being  to 
proceed  to  the  bridge,  notwithstanding  the  distance  and  the  unim¬ 
proved  condition  of  this  section  of  the  river. 

6.  The  commerce  for  1914  amounted  to  3,901  tons,  a  considerable 
decrease  over  the  preceding  year.  This  commerce  was  carried  by 
eight  small  schooners.  It  is  claimed  that  the  extension  of  the  channel 
would  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  steamer  line  between  Shallotte 
and  Wilmington. 

7.  The  district  officer  is  of  opinion  that  the  extension  desired 
is  justified.  The-  division  engineer  does  not  concur  in  this  view.  He 
believes  that  local  interests  should  provide  a  suitable  road  to  and 
the  necessary  terminal  facilities  at  Whites  Landing,  and  that  such 
cooperation  should  be  made  a  condition  of  further  maintenance  of  the 
existing  project. 

8.  The  board  was  not  convinced  by  the  report  of  the  district 
officer  of  the  advisability  of  the  further  improvement  now  desired, 
and  interested  parties  were  so  informed  and  given  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  statements  and  arguments  to  the  board.  A  number  of 
communications  have  been  received  and  given  consideration. 


4  SHALLOTTE  RIVER,  N.  Cv  UP  TO  SHALLOTTE. 

9.  The  present  head  of  the  improvement  is  about  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  from  the  center  of  the  village  of  Shallotte.  The  main  road  be¬ 
tween  Shallotte  and  Wilmington  passes  within  900  feet  of  Whites 
Landing,  and  it  appears  that  local  interests  do  not  feel  that  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  provide  suitable  facilities  at  the  landing  and 
a  road  connecting  therewith,  but  that  the  Government  should  extend 
the  channel  a  mile  to  bring  it  nearer  to  the  business  portion  of  the 
village. 

10.  The  commerce  involved  is  not  large,  and  conditions  are  such 
that  no  very  material  increase  is  to  be  anticipated.  The  work  al¬ 
ready  done  by  the  Government  has  provided  a  comparatively  good 
channel,  with  a  turning  basin  at  its  head,  quite  near  the  village.  It 
is  usual  in  such  cases  for  local  interests  to  cooperate  with  the  Federal 
Government  by  providing  the  necessary  terminals  and  connections. 

11.  To  extend  the  channel  over  the  shallow  and  tortuous  section 
to  the  county  bridge  would  be  unduly  expensive  both  in  first  cost  and 
in  subsequent  maintenance.  In  view  of  these  conditions,  the  board 
concurs  with  the  division  engineer  and  reports  that  in  its  opinion 
it  is  not  advisable  for  the  United  States  to  undertake  the  further 
improvement  of  the  Shallotte  River,  “with  a  view  to  an  extension  of 
the  improvement  to  the  town  of  Shallotte.”  Moreover,  it  recom¬ 
mends  that  future  expenditures  for  maintenance  be  conditioned  upon 
local  interests  providing  suitable  terminals  within  a  reasonable  time. 

12.  In  compliance  with  law,  the  board  reports  that  there  are  no 
questions  of  terminal  facilities,  water  power,  or  other  related  subjects 
which  could  be  coordinated  with  the  suggested  improvement  in  such 
manner  as  to  render  the  work  advisable  in  the  interests  of  commerce 
and  navigation. 

For  the  board: 

Frederic  V.  Abbot, 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers , 

Senior  Member  Present. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  SHALLOTTE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  UP  TO 

SHALLOTTE. 

War  Department, 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  June  23,  1915. 

From :  The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To :  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army 
(Through  the  Division  Engineer) . 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  report,  Shallotte  River,  N.  C. 

1.  This  is  a  report  upon  the  preliminary  examination  of  Shallotte 
River,  N.  C.,  with  a  view  to  an  extension  of  the  improvement  to  the 
town  of  Shallotte,  provision  for  which  was  made  in  river  and  harbor 
act  approved  March  4,  1915.  The  duty  of  making  this  preliminary 
examination  was  assigned  to  me  by  department  letter  of  March  15, 
1915. 

2.  Shallotte  River  lies  wholly  in  Brunswick  County,  N.  C.,  is  about 
30  miles  long,  and  has  a  drainage  basin  of  about  60  square  miles. 
It  rises  at  a  point  about  30  miles  southwest  of  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
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and  flows  in  a  generally  southerly  direction  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
at  a  point  about  20  miles  west  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

3.  Shallotte,  a  village  of  about  150  inhabitants,  is  the  present  head 
of  navigation,  which  is  about  9  miles  from  the  mouth  by  the  river, 
and  about  5  miles  in  an  air  line.  At  this  point  the  river  is  crossed  by 
the  first  highway  bridge,  which  is  without  a  draw.  The  river  is  tidal, 
there  being  a  variation  of  about  5  feet  at  the  entrance,  which  decreases 
to  3 1  feet  at  the  town  of  Shallotte.  The  upper  portion  is  also  subject 
to  slight  freshets.  The  low  water  level  at  Shallotte  was  found  by  the 
survey  of  1911  to  be  0.9  feet  above  low  water  level  at  the  mouth. 

4.  The  depth  over  the  ocean  bar  is  somewhat  variable,  but  said  to 
be  generally  about  6  feet  in  the  channel  at  low  water.  At  low  water 
the  average  width  over  the  lower  4  miles  is  less  than  500  feet,  but  at 
high  water  it  spreads  out  over  mud  flats  and  oyster  rocks  to  a  width 
of  about  4,000  feet  on  the  average.  From  this  point  up  to  the  town 
of  Shallotte  the  stream  is  crooked  and  winds  through  marshes,  the 
average  high  and  low  water  widths  being  about  the  same,  approxi¬ 
mately  75  feet.  A  4-foot  mean  low  water  channel  with  a  bottom 
width  of  36  feet  has  been  procured  by  dredging  from  the  mouth  to 
Whites  Landing,  about  1  mile  below  the  town  of  Shallotte. 

5.  Prior  published  reports  on  this  stream  as  a  whole  may  be  found 
on  page  1184  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890;  House 
Document  No.  146,  Fifty-ninth  Congress,  first  session;  and  House 
Document  No.  721,  Sixty-second  Congress,  second  session.  These 
three  reports  stated  that  the  stream  was  worthy  of  improvement,  the 
latter  of  which  proposed  the  project  adopted  in  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  March  4,  1913.  This  project  provided  for  a  channel  from  the 
mouth  to  Whites  Landing  of  4  feet  mean  low  water  depth  and  36  feet 
bottom  width,  increased  on  curves,  including  the  straightening  of  the 
channel  by  the  making  of  6  cut-offs  and  the  construction  of  a  turning 
basin  at  Whites  Landing,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $9,845  for  first  con¬ 
struction,  and  $1,000  annually  for  maintenance,  the  work  on  which 
was  completed  in  June,  1914. 

6.  It  is  the  desire  of  interested  parties  that  this  improvement  be 
continued  by  dredging  about  1  mile  farther  to  the  town  of  Shallotte. 
The  situation  of  WTiites  Landing  with  respect  to  the  town  of  Shal¬ 
lotte  is  a  peculiar  one.  While  this  landing  is  only  about  1 ,000  feet  in  a 
direct  line  from  the  center  of  the  town,  yet,  owing  to  the  tortuous 
nature  of  the  stream,  it  is  almost  exactly  a  mile  from  the  County 
Bridge  at  Shallotte,  which  is  near  the  business  center  of  the  town. 

7.  A  tracing  showing  the  river  between  Whites  Landing  and  the 
County  Bridge  at  Shallotte,  the  portion  over  which  improvement  is 
desired,  is  submitted  herewith.  This  tracing  is  from  a  survey  made 
in  July  and  August,  1911,  and  shows  the  present  condition  over  this 
portion  of  the  river.  This  mile  of  river  flows  through  a  low  marsh 
and  is  shallow,  narrow,  and  crooked,  and  to  obtain  a  4-foot  channel 
would  require  dredging  over  almost  its  entire  length. 

8.  The  question  of  improving  the  river  above  Whites  Landing  was 
given  consideration  in  the  report  on  survey  made  in  1912,  which  is 
published  in  House  Document  No.  721,  Sixty-second  Congress, 
second  session.  This  report  contains  the  following  statement: 
“Whites  Landing,  about  a  mile  below  the  town  by  river,  is  only  about 
1,000  feet  from  the  town’s  center  in  an  air  line.  This  mile  of  river  is 
shallow,  narrow,  and  crooked,  and  to  obtain  either  a  4  or  6  foot  channel 


6 


SHALLOTTE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  UP  TO  SHALLOTTE. 


would  require  dredging  over  almost  its  entire  length.  A  6-foot 
channel  over  this  mile  of  river  would  require  the  removal  of  approxi¬ 
mately  38,023  cubic  yards  of  material,  at  a  cost  of  $6,275,  and  a 
4-foot  channel,  about  22,722  cubic  yards,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  No 
improvement  above  Whites  Landing  is  recommended. 

9.  Brunswick  County  has  no  railroads  nor  modern  transportation 
facilities.  Although  it  has  much  rich  and  fertile  land,  full  of  great 
possibilities  for  development  agriculturally,  lack  of  such  facilities  has 
prevented  its  development.  The  wealth  of  the  country  is  not  great 
enough  to  justify  the  improvement  of  any  roads  except  the  main 
through  routes.  These  are  now  being  improved,  but  distances  are  so 
great  that  the  hauling  of  supplies  and  produce  by  wagon  is  out  of  the 
question,  so  most  of  the  people  are  entirely  dependent  upon  trans¬ 
portation  by  water.  Many  of  the  farmers  reported  that  they  had 
attempted  to  market  their  produce  by  wagon  in  Wilmington,  but 
had  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  the  expense.  The  major  portion  of 
the  following  townships  are  dependent  upon  Shallotte  River  for 
their  transportation,  viz:  Waccamaw  and  Shallotte,  entirely  de¬ 
pendent,  and  Lockwoods  Folly  Township,  about  50  per  cent  of  its 
population  dependent  upon  Shallotte  River  and  50  per  cent  dependent 
upon  Lockwoods  Folly  River. 

10.  In  a  statement  issued  on  December  24,  1910,  the  Director  of 
the  Census  reported  the  population  of  these  townships  as  follows: 
Waccamaw,  1,622;  Shallotte,  2,559;  and  Lockwoods  Folly,  2,362; 
which,  excluding  50  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Lockwoods  Folly 
Township,  gives  a  total  of  5,362  people  entirely  dependent  upon  this 
stream  for  the  transportation  of  their  produce  and  supplies. 

11.  The  improvement  below  Whites  Landing  has  not  been  com¬ 
pleted  long  enough  to  judge  what  commercial  advantage  will  be  taken 
of  the  work  done.  Commercial  statistics  for  the  calendar  year 
ending  December  31,  1914,  for  the  stream  as  a  whole  are  given  below. 
They  show  a  total  of  3,901  tons,  valued  at  $132,780.25,  a  decrease 
since  last  year  of  4,100  tons  and  $234,829.25  in  value.  This  great 
decrease  is  attributable  to  the  depressed  cotton  situation  prior  to 
January  1,  1915,  and  to  the  consequent  curtailment  of  all  purchases, 
as  a  comparison  of  the  tables  showing  commercial  statistics  for  1913 
and  1914  will  indicate. 

12.  No  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  wharves,  warehouses,  or  a 
road  to  Whites  Landing,  which  is  accessible  to  the  public  only  by  way 
of  a  small  country  lane,  and  practically  no  use  is  made  of  this  landing. 
Of  the  commerce  for  1914,  2,786  tons,  valued  at  $117,652.50,  were 
carried  on  high  tide  over  the  upper  1  mile  of  this  river  to  the 
bridge  at  Shallotte,  practically  none  being  loaded  or  unloaded  at 
Whites  Landing.  This  commerce  is  practically  all  to  and  from 
Wilmington.  The  following  table  shows  the  commerce  on  this  river 
for  1914: 
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Commodities. 


UPSTREAM. 

Brick . 

Cement . 

Cottonseed  meal. . 

Cottonseed  hulls . 

Dry  eoods . 

Fertilizer . 

Furniture . 

Gasoline . 

Grain . . 

Groceries . 

Hardware . 

Hay . 

Ice . 

Kerosene . 

Lumber . 

Lime . 

Machinery . 

Potatoes, Irish . 

Salt . 

Shingles . 

Soft  drinks . 

Fish . 

Oysters . . 

Timber,  round . 

Total . 


DOWNSTREAM. 

Cotton . 

Cotton  seed . 

Clams . 

Eggs . 

Empty  oil  barrels . 

Fish,  salt . 

Furniture . 

Hogs . 

Lumber . 

Peanuts . 

Poultry . 

Potatoes,  sweet . . . 

Rosin . 

Turpentine,  spirits . 

Turpentine,  crude . 

Tar . 

Timber . 

Wood . 

Watermelons . . 

Total . 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  upstream . 

Total  downstream . 

Grand  total . 


. tons. 

_ do. . . 

. do. . . 

. do. . . 

. do. . . 

. ton. 

.  .barrels. 
.  .bushels. 

. tons. 

. do... 

. do... 

. do. . . 

.  .barrels, 
feet  b.  m. 
.  .barrels. 

. tons. 

.  .bushels. 
- sacks. 


. . .crates. 
— boxes. 
.  .bushels, 
feet  b.  m. 


...bales.. 

_ tons. . 

bushels. . 
. .crates. . 


. .  .barrels. . 

. tons. . 

. head. . 

feet  b.  m. . 
.  .bushels. . 

. head. . 

.  .bushels. . 
. .  .barrels. . 

. do - 

. do - 

. do - 

feet  b.  m. . 
- cords . . 


Amount. 

Valua- 

Average 

In  cus- 

In  short 

tion. 

haul. 

tomary 

units. 

tons. 

Miles. 

33,400 

84 

252.00 

9 

3 

5 

25. 50 

9 

128 

128 

5,456.00 

9 

75 

75 

600.00 

9 

20 

20 

15,000.00 

9 

408 

408 

12,240.00 

9 

1 

1 

125.00 

9 

177 

31 

1,457.00 

9 

4,549 

114 

3,648.00 

9 

330 

330 

33,000.00 

9 

32 

32 

4,480.00 

9 

27 

27 

648.00 

9 

48 

48 

336. 00 

9 

111 

20 

540.00 

9 

16,000 

32 

240. 00 

9 

78 

10 

70.00 

9 

4 

4 

400. 00 

9 

70 

2 

66.00 

9 

2,572 

129 

1,032.00 

9 

4,000 

2 

20.00 

9 

135 

8 

256. 00 

9 

100 

10 

1,000.00 

9 

700 

28 

350.00 

9 

187, 800 

563 

1, 407.  75 

6 

2,109 

80,649.25 

208 

52 

13,260.00 

9 

64 

64 

1,280.00 

9 

4, 516 

226 

4,520.00 

2 

480 

12 

3,600.00 

9 

26 

1 

25.00 

9 

1,723 

86 

8,600.00 

2 

2 

2 

250.00 

9 

50 

3 

600.00 

9 

375,000 

750 

5, 625. 00 

9 

2,885 

40 

2,700.00 

9 

3,503 

7 

1,400.00 

9 

474 

14 

420.00 

9 

1,068 

171 

3,591.00 

9 

314 

71 

4,970.00 

9 

7 

1 

20.00 

9 

252 

38 

570. 00 

9 

80, 000 

240 

600. 00 

4 

10 

10 

40.00 

9 

400 

4 

60.00 

9 

1,  792 

52,131  00 

2,109 

80  649  25 

1,792 

52,131.00 

3,  901 

132,780.25 

This  commerce  was  carried  by  eight  small  schooners  aggregating  a 
net  registered  tonnage  of  97. 

13.  It  is  claimed  by  interested  parties  that  the  improvement  of 
the  river  up  to  Whites  Landing  has  been  beneficial,  but  they  desire 
the  improvement  extended  on  up  to  the  town  of  Shallotte,  which 
they  claim  would  permit  the  establishment  of  a  steamer  line  to 
Wilmington.  It  is  now  impossible  for  even  sailing  craft  drawing  as 
much  as  4  feet  to  reach  Shallotte,  excepting  on  high  tide.  Unless 
the  weather  outside  is  ideal,  the  present  small  schooners  and  sharpies 
can  not  carry  any  load  that  will  pay.  A  larger  sailing  vessel  or  a 
steamer  could  carry  a  larger  cargo  in  much  worse  weather  outside. 
The  operation  of  small  vessels  works  hardships  in  other  ways  also, 
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as  the  revenue  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  a  transportation  company 
to  own  or  operate  a  sufficient  number  of  them  to  carry  the  cargo 
offered,  thus  compelling  those  whose  business  requires  them  to  make 
regular  shipments  to  own  boats  for  their  trade. 

14.  It  is  believed  that  conditions  justify  extending  the  improve¬ 
ment  to  the  county  bridge  at  Shallotte,  and  it  is  recommended  that 
the  preparation  of  estimates  be  authorized.  No  survey  will  be 
required. 

15.  There  are  three  private  wharves  at  Shallotte  which  are  open 
to  the  public  on  equal  terms.  The  construction  by  local  interests 
of  a  suitable  public  wharf  should  be  a  condition,  actual  or  guaran¬ 
teed,  prior  to  the  undertaking  of  this  extension  of  the  project  by  the 
United  States. 

16.  In  connection  with  any  improvement  of  this  stream  there  are 
no  possibilities  for  the  development  and  utilization  of  water  power 
for  industrial  and  commercial  purposes. 

H.  W.  Stickle, 

Major ,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Division  Engineer, 

Southeast  Division, 

June  25,  1915. 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers: 

1.  It  appears  from  the  within  report  that  but  little  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  increased  facilities  offered  by  the  improvement 
authorized  and  made. 

2.  In  face  of  this  fact,  and  the  decreasing  commerce,  I  can  not 
concur  in  the  conclusion  and  recommendation  of  the  district  officer. 
It  would  seem  rather  that,  logically,  local  cooperation  should  be 
required  to  the  extent  of  providing  suitable  facilities  at  Whites  Land¬ 
ing  and  a  usable  road  (probably  not  more  than  one-fifth  mile  in 
length)  to  Shallotte  as  a  condition  of  further  maintenance. 

3.  In  my  opinion,  Shallotte  River  is  not  worthy  of  further  improve¬ 
ment  by  the  General  Government  at  the  present  time  beyond  that 
called  for  by  the  existing  project. 

W.  C.  Langfitt, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[For  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  see 
p.  3.] 


LETTER  OF  MR.  J.  W.  ROURK. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  July  29,  1915. 

Gentlemen:  One  of  your  notices  of  July  21,  1915,  in  regard  to  the  Shallotte  River, 
N.  C.,  improvements,  has  just  been  handed  to  me,  and  I  hasten  to  reply  to  same  and 
urge  your  honorable  board  to  recommend  that  this  work  be  done  at  the  earliest  date 
possible. 

Paragraph  (A)  reads:  “A  good  channel  has  recently  been  completed  to  Whites 
Landing,  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  of  the  town,  by  road,  but  no  use  has  been  made 
of  this  landing.”  I  grant  you  this  as  true,  and  there  is  a  good  reason  why;  it  is  only 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  residential  part  of  the  town  and  it  is  fully  a  half  mile  to  county 
bridge,  where  a  good  part  of  the  business  is  done,  and  at  least  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
to  where  the  balance  of  the  business  is  done,  and  this  place  is  situated  directly  on  the 
river;  if  improvements  should  be  completed,  would  pass  this  place. 
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Paragraph  (B):  “To  extend  the  channel  to  the  county  bridge  would  require  practi¬ 
cally  continuous  work  over  a  distance  of  a  mile.  This  would  be  unduly  expensive.” 
I  beg  to  differ  with  you,  as  I  do  not  consider  that  a  few  dollars  spent  on  this  part  of 
the  county,  where  it  is  shut  off  from  navigation  except  by  sailboats  and  entirely  shut 
off  by  railroads,  unduly  expensive,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  you  gentlemen  had  been 
long  sufferers  as  the  people  of  that  section  and  the  writer  you  would  not  consider  it 
unduly  expensive  to  complete  a  much-needed  improvement. 

Paragraph  (C):  “The  logical  head  of  navigation  appears  to  be  at  Whites  Landing, 
and  local  interests  should  provide  suitable  terminal  facilities  at  that  place.  If  they 
are  not  willing  to  do  this,  the  improvement  should  be  abandoned.  ’  ’  You  undoubtedly 
have  been  misinformed.  The  logical  head  of  navigation  is  the  county  bridge,  and 
when  completed  to  that  point  local  interests  will  provide  suitable  terminals.  The 
writer  would  only  be  too  glad  to  invest  some  money  with  people  of  Shallotte  in  a  good 
transportation  company  and  operate  a  line  from  the  county  bridge  to  Wilmington, 
N.  C.  As  it  now  stands,  a  boat  of  sufficient  size  can  not  go  to  the  bridge;  that  has  been 
tried  several  years  ago;  a  small  boat  was  put  on,  but  was  too  small  to  be  of  much  service. 

Trusting  you  may  see  your  way  clear  to  make  proper  recommendations  that  will 
insure  the  completion  of  this  improvement, 

I  am,  yours,  very  truly, 


J.  W.  Rourk. 


The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  R.  R.  STONE. 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  August  3,  1915. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  received  and  writer  appreciates  the  promptness 
in  answering  my  letter  of  a  few  days  ago.  I  failed  to  state  the  most  important  part 
about  Shallotte  River.  Vessels  plying  this  river  have  the  same  obstacle  now  that 
they  had  before  there  was  any  dredging  done. 

By  the  way  of  explaining,  I  wish  to  say  that  in  your  letter  a  few  days  ago  you  stated 
that  this  so-called  Whites  Landing  was  never  used,  and  I  wish  to  add  that  I  don’t 
believe  it  will  ever  be  used  by  the  generation  that  is  now  living,  from  the  simple  fact 
that  it  is  a  poor  landing  and  very  inconvenient  to  get  to,  and  being  only  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  what  we  call  Shallotte  Landing,  which  is  near  Shallotte  Bridge. 

A  vessel  has  to,  under  the  present  conditions,  anchor  at  this  Whites  Landing  and 
wait  until  mean  high  water  to  get  to  its  destination  or  unloading  place,  which  it  can 
do  on  one  tide,  leaving  the  bar  and  going  through  the  Shallotte  Village,  so  you  can 
see  under  the  present  conditions  the  expense  that  the  Government  has  gone  to  has 
been  absolutely  thrown  away.  I  do  wish  that  it  was  so  that  you  could  visit  and  see 
the  conditions  as  they  are. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  am, 

Yours,  truly, 

Mr.  A.  H.  Weber,  R.  R.  Stone. 

Assistant  Engineer  and  Secretary , 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 


LETTER  OF  THE  SEASIDE,  SHALLOTTE  &  WILMINGTON  TELEPHONE  CO. 

Shallotte,  N.  0.,  August  11,  1915. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  regret  that  we  are  informed  that  your  board  desires  to  report 
unfavorably  on  the  further  improvements  of  our  Shallotte  River. 

In  the  writer’s  opinion  the  work  already  done  has  been  of  untold  good  for  the  devel¬ 
opments  of  our  surrounding  country,  as  the  boat  facilities  are  all  that  we  have.  It  now 
stands  that  this  neighborhood  is  not  able  to  furnish  the  necessary  funds  that  it  would 
take  to  build  a  suitable  terminal  at  Whites  Landing  when  they  now  have  the  natural 
terminal  and  it  in  shape  to  handle  all  the  business  at  the  County  Bridge. 

This  County  Bridge  is  m,ar  the  heart  of  Shallotte  Town  and  is  accessible  horn  all 
directions  by  improved  roads  recently  made  and  to  the  streets  of  our  town. 

We  are  only  asking  for  a  small  consideration  in  comparison  to  the  amount  previously 
spent  in  behalf  of  this  work,  and  would  appear  that  this  extia  amount  could  be  made 
in  order  that  the  work  so  wisely  staited  could  be  completed. 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  L.  Stanley, 

President  Seaside,  Shallotte  A  Wilmington  Tel.  Co. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 
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LETTER  OF  THE  CASHIER  OF  THE  CITIZENS  BANK  OF  SHALLOTTE,  N.  C. 


Shallotte,  N.  C.,  August  11,  1915. 

Gentlemen:  Your  public  notice  given  that  the  project  of  further  improvements 
on  the  Shallotte  River  would  be  unfavorably  repoited  received,  and  we  hasten  to 
write  that  it  will  leave  us  in  practically  the  same  condition  as  to  getting  fast  boat 
service  to  and  from  this  point. 

The  proposed  landing  is  some  little  distance  from  our  town  and  will  be  years  yet 
before  local  capital  would  be  able  to  build  this  up  as  a  terminal  to  receive  and  ship 
from.  The  work  done  has  had  good  results  to  upbuild  the  surrounding  community 
and  would  be  complete  if  opened  up  to  County  Bridge,  which  is  nearly  centrally 
located  to  all  the  county  roads  leading  into  our  town. 

The  lailroad  is  16  miles  away  and  the  boat  service  is  all  that  we  have  coming  into 
this  section  foi  a  large  area,  and  to  leave  this  project  unfinished  as  it  now  stands  would 
make  our  citizens  feel  as  if  this  community  is  not  recognized  by  the  Government  as 
more  favorable  localities 
Yours,  truly, 


E.  F.  Mallard,  Cashier. 


Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  E.  L.  STANLEY. 

Shallotte,  N.  C.,  August  12,  1915. 

Notice  of  July  21  from  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  in  regard  to 
Shallotte  River,  N.  C.,  improvement  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  to  same  would 
urge  that  the  same  be  done  at  the  earliest  date  possible. 

Paragraph  (A)  reads:  “A  good  channel  has  recently  been  completed  to  Whites 
Landing  within  one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  town  by  road,  but  no  use  has  been  made 
of  this  landing.  ” 

Whites  Landing  is  a  remote  place  and  is  inconvenient  to  business  done  in  our  town; 
all  business  of  the  town  is  done  at  and  near  the  County  Bridge. 

Paragraph  (B):  “To  extend  the  channel  to  the  County  Bridge  would  require  prac¬ 
tically  continuous  work  over  a  distance  of  a  mile.  This  would  be  unduly  expensive.  ” 

We  beg  to  differ  with  the  board,  as  we  do  not  consider  a  few  dollars  spent  on  this 
part  of  the  project  where  it  is  shut  off  from  navigation  except  by  small  sail  vessels 
and  no  railroad  facilities  at  all.  I  am  sure  if  the  board  could  see  the  situation  as 
all  the  people  of  this  section  do  they  would  not  consider  it  unduly  expensive  to  com¬ 
plete  a  much-needed  improvement. 

Paragraph  (C):  “The  logical  head  of  navigation  appears  to  be  at  Whites  Landing, 
and  local  interests  should  provide  suitable  terminal  facilities  at  that  place.  If  they 
are  not  willing  to  do  this,  the  improvement  should  be  abandoned.” 

As  it  now  stands  a  steamboat  of  sufficient  size  can  not  get  to  the  County  Bridge,  as 
this  was  tried  some  years  ago  but  proved  to  be  a  failure,  and  therefore  was  discon¬ 
tinued.  Rest  assured  that  we  will  get  the  much-needed  transportation  facilities  we 
have  so  much  desired  for  a  number  of  years  when  this  project  is  completed  to  the 
County  Bridge,  and  not  until  then. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  L.  Stanley. 


The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 


LETTER  OF  HON.  H.  L.  GODWIN. 

House  of  Representatives  U.  S., 

Washington,  D.  C., 

Dunn ,  N.  C.,  August  18,  1915. 

Dear  Sir:  The  local  engineer  has  made  an  unfavorable  report  with  reference  to 
the  extension  of  a  project  in  Shallotte  River  at  the  town  of  Shallotte,  N.  C. 

The  citizens  there  are  vitally  interested,  and  I  am  inclosing  you  a  letter  prepared 
by  the  postmaster  of  that  place,  which  I  am  sending  for  your  information.  Please 
give  the  matter  careful  consideration,  and  let  me  know  what  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to  do  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  your  board. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

II .  L.  Godwin. 


Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 
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LETTER  OF  MR.  G.  T.  ROURK. 


SHALLOTTE,  N.  C.,  August  12,  1915. 


Dear  Mr.  Godwin:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  valued  favor  of  the  23d  ult.,  which 
has  been  noted  with  much  interest,  inglosing  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  in  legard  to  Shallotte  River  improvements,  and  I  hasten  to  reply  to  same  urging 
that  this  work  be  done  at  the  earliest  date  practicable. 

Paragraph  (A)  reads:  “A  good  channel  has  recently  been  completed  to  Whites 
Landing  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  of  the  town  by  road,  but  no  use  has  been  made  of 
this  landing.  ” 

Distance  is  accepted  as  correct.  But  this  so-called  road  is  nothing  but  a  dividing 
line  between  two  tracts  of  land  from  public  road  to  landing  and  is  scarcely  wide  enough 
to  drive  a  team  through,  and  no  use  has  been  made  of  this  landing  for  the  last  30  years 
or  more. 

Whites  Landing  is  a  remote  place  and  is  inadequate,  and  no  business  is  done  there 
whatever,  as  all  business  of  the  entire  section  is  done  at  and  near  the  County  Bridge. 

-kanc^nS  were  ever  so  much  conceded  as  the  logical  head  of  navigation,  we 
would  have  to  resort  to  condemnation  proceedings  to  get  an  opening  to  and  for  a  site 
for  the  landing. 

.  Paragraph  (B):  To  extend  the  channel  to  the  County  Bridge  would  require  prac¬ 
tically  continuous  work  over  a  distance  of  a  mile.  This  would  be  unduly  expensive. ” 

We  beg  to  differ  with  the  board,  as  we  do  not  consider  a  few  dollars  spent  on  this 
part  of  the  project  where  it  is  shut  off  from  navigation  except  by  small  sail  vessels, 
and  no  lailroad  facilities  at  all.  I  am  sure  if  the  board  had  been  long  sufferers  as  the 
people  of  this  section,  would  not  consider  it  unduly  expensive  to  complete  a  much- 
needed  improvement. 

Paragraph  (C):  “The  logical  head  of  navigation  appears  to  be  at  Whites  Landing 
and  local  interests  should  provide  suitable  terminal  facilities  at  that  place.  If  they 
are  not  willing  to  do  this  the  improvement  should  be  abandoned.” 

This  is  misleading  as  the  logical  head  of  navigation  is  at  the  County  Bridge,  and 
when  completed  to  this  point,  local  interests  will  provide  suitable  terminals.  As  it 
now  stands  a  steamboat  of  sufficient  size  can’t  get  to  the  Bridge,  as  this  was  tried  some 
years  ago  but  proved  to  be  a  failure,  therefore  discontinued.  Rest  assured  we  will 
get  the  much-needed  transportation  facilities  we  have  so  much  desired  for  a  number 
of  years  when  this  project  is  completed. 

The  district  officer’s  report  thereon  is  favorable  to  the  extent  of  improvements 
desired,  he  being  familiar  with  the  place  and  viewing  it  from  a  business  standpoint, 
we.  think  is  sufficient  cause  why  this  project  should  be  completed  to  the  Countv 
Bridge.  17 

I  think  I  have  answered  the  argument  set  up  by  the  board,  and  wish  to  impress 
upon  you,  Whites  Landing  was  recommended  without  questioning  our  people  and 
their  convenience,  and  let  us  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  completing  this  project 
as  it  is  incomplete  without  this  extension  as  above  mentioned. 

have  sent  our  petitions  setting  forth  our  grievances  to  the  Board  of  Engineers, 

\\  ill  be  pleased  for  you  to  keep  us  posted  upon  this  project,  as  it  is  important. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 


Hon.  H.  L.  Godwin, 

Dunn.  N.  C. 


Petition  of  Citizens 


G.  T.  Rourk. 


and  Patrons  of  Shallotte  River. 


Shallotte,  N.  C.,  August,  10,  1915. 
Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors: 

.  Realizing  the  status  of  Shallotte  River,  N.  C.,  in  the  hands  of  your  board,  we,  the 
citizens  and  patrons  of  said  river,  beg  to  state  why  this  extension  from  Whites  Land¬ 
ing  to  the  town  of  Shallotte  should  be  made  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  It  appears  from  the  decision  of  your  board  that  Whites  Landing  is  open  to 
the  public  by  road,  which  is  misleading,  as  this  road  from  the  public  highway  to 
Whites  Landing  is  a  narrow  alley  and  nothing  more  than  a  dividing  line  between 
two  tracts  of  land  and  is  scarcely  wide  enough  to  drive  a  team  through. 

.  Secqnd.  The  only  use  made  of  this  landing  is  for  boats  to  tie  up  and  wait  for  the 
tide,  m  order  to  get  up  to  the  County  Bridge,  the  principal  business  part  of  town 
and  central  point  of  a  wide  section  of  country,  viz,  one-half  of  Lockwoodsfolly, 
major  part  of  Waccamaw  and  Shallotte  townships,  that  use  the  County  Bridge  as 
their  shipping  point. 
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SHALLOTTE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  UP  TO  SHALLOTTE. 

P Third.  If  Whites  Landing  were  ever  so  much  conceded  as  the  logical  head  of  navi¬ 
gation,  we  would  have  to  resort  to  condemnation  proceedings  to  get  an  opening  to 
and  for  a  site  for  landing. 

Fourth.  What  we  wish  to  impress  upon  your  board  is  that  Whites  Landing  is  in¬ 
adequate  and  remote  from  the  business  part  of  the  town  and  interest  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  general . 

Fifth.  The  landing  is  situated  at  the  mouth»of  a  branch  surrounded  by  bluff  at  an 
elevation  of  10  feet,  which  makes  the  landing  extremely  difficult  of  approach. 

Sixth.  We  have  looked  forward  for  a  number  of  years  to  having  this  river  opened 
up  to  steamboat  navigation,  but  this  project  stopping  at  Whites  Landing  is  practi¬ 
cally  of  little  value  to  the  business  interests  in  general,  and  leaves  this  project  incom¬ 
plete  unless  we  get  an  extension  to  the  County  Bridge. 

Seventh.  This  terminal  was  instigated  without  questioning  th§  wishes  of  the 
people  and  their  convenience. 

Eighth.  The  district  officer’s  report  is  favorable,  based  upon  personal  knowledge, 
and  therefore  should  be  recognized,  he  being  wholly  uninterested  from  personal 
motives,  seeing  it  from  a  business  standpoint,  knowing  the  need  of  this  extension. 

E.  F.  Mallard, 

Cashier  of  The  Citizens  Bank. 

Wm.  R.  Galiey,  M.  D., 

Mayor  of  Shallotte. 

J.  A.  Stanley, 

County  Commissioner,  Brunswick  County 

(And  10  others). 


Letter  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Branch,  Secretary  of  Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Chamber  of 

Commerce. 


Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  August  18,  1915. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  returning  herewith  petition  with  reference  to  river  improvements 
from  Whites  Landing  to  the  town  of  Shallotte. 

I  wish  to  state  that  this  matter  was  brought  before  the  executive  committee  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  by  President  Hall,  at  a  meeting  held  August  17,  and  the  pro¬ 
posed  improvement  heartily  indorsed. 

We  will  be  pleased  to  render  any  further  assistance  that  you  may  deem  necessary 
in  this  matter. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

H.  B.  Branch, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Stone,  City. 

■  o 
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SHALLOTTE  RIVER 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SHALLOTTE 


OFnce,  Vo  APMY  WILMINGTON  N  C 

ouAie.  24  1915 

TO  ACCOMPANY  CLPORT  FOBWAPDED  TO  THE  CHItr 
0F"  eNGINEEOS,  V.  O.  ARMY  THIS  DATf 


sTicxit,  COOPS  or-  en6inciM;3,  , 
“BOM  SURVEY  or  JUtY-  AUS  ISI 


?h<rttlcjdn. 


major,  eneiHEtRS 


House  Doc.  Ho. 560;  64th  Cong.,  1st  Sess. 
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